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On January 27, 2011 House bill H-5158 was introduced to the House Finance committee. This bill would decrease the cigarette tax by one dollar. It was first introduced by Representatives Robert Phillips, Daniel Reilly, Jon Brien, and Brian Newberry.

A decrease in cigarette tax may in turn lead to more people smoking and/or less people quitting their smoking habit. Please review our fact sheet that will provide information as to why smoking is so harmful to one’s health. To join the effort against decreasing cigarette tax, please sign our letter (or create one of your own), and e-mail it to our Rhode Island House Representatives.

I. Instructions to Insert Letter & Contact Information

Copy and paste the sample letter attached into the body of your email. Insert your personal information into the letter. Choose a representative from below (or more), and insert their email into the “Send to” box. Then send the letter to show your opposition in lowering cigarette tax!

Contact information for Rhode Island House Representatives:

Representative Robert Phillips


Representative Jon Brien
rep-phillips@rilin.state.ri.us


rep-brien@rilin.state.ri.us
(401) 762-2010




(401) 766-9887
Representative Daniel Reilly


Representative Brian Newberry

rep-reilly@rilin.state.ri.us



rep-newberry@rilin.state.ri.us
(401) 643-1770




(401) 765-1069
Thank you for your support!

Sincerely, 

Student Coalition Against Decreased Cigarette Tax In Rhode Island
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II. Sample Letter
Dear Representative (Your representative here), 

I am writing to you today to ask for your support in voting against the decreased cigarette tax in Rhode Island.Bill H-5158 is asking for cigarette tax to be decreased by one dollar. Doing so would give people less incentive to quit smoking, and may possibly increase the number of cigarettes smoked and/or the number of people that are smoking. There has been extensive research that shows the health complications that result from smoking. In fact, smoking is the number one preventable cause of death.

As my representative, I urge you to vote no for the cuts on cigarette tax in Rhode Island. Death from smoking is preventable; there is no reason to encourage it. 

Sincerely, 

[name]

[address]
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III. Fact Sheet
· Smoking leads to an increased risk of eye diseases including glaucoma, cataracts, and macular degeneration. 

· Smoking increases risks for oral, laryngeal, and pharyngeal cancers.

· Smoking leads to increased risk of high blood pressure, high cholesterol levels, and rapid heartbeat rate.

· Smoking has been known to cause blood clots which lead to heart attacks. 

· Smoking can also cause other cardiac diseases such as Coronary Heart Disease, Aneurysms, and Peripheral Vascular Disease.

· Smoking causes more than 80% of lung cancer cases.

· Smoking can lead to blockage of arteries that send oxygen to the brain leading to strokes.

· Smoking can also lead to increased risk of stomach disease, Crohn’s disease, gallstones, and peptic ulcers. 

· Smoking causes almost 50% of bladder and kidney cancers in men.
· 30% of pancreatic cancer deaths are due to smoking cigarettes.

· Smoking leads to increased wrinkles, less elastic skin (because of the decreased oxygen supply to the skin), longer healing periods, and faster graying of hair. 

· Smoking may lead to increased risk of osteoporosis because of the extended healing times that smoking cause.

· Smoking decreases the strength of muscles.
Thomas, R. (n.d.). How Stopping Smoking Improves Your SKin. In Skin Care Guide.

http://www.skincareguide.ca/articles/general_skin_care/resolution_skin.html
Health Effects of Smoking on the Body (n.d.).In Healthy Living. http://quitsmoking.pharmacydiscountrx.com/health_effects.html
Smoking and Osteoporosis (n.d.). In WebMd. http://www.webmd.com/osteoporosis/smoking-and-osteoporosis
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