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“Just as pro-choice Americans seek to empower women, the agenda of the other side seeks to take women’s power away”

- Ossie Davis

On Wednesday, April 18, 2007, women across the country were stripped of their right to choose when George W. Bush and his appointees upheld the Federal Abortion Ban with no regard for women’s health and safety.  The decision is a direct insult on the historical US Supreme Court ruling on abortion, supporting women’s right to choose. 

Wednesday’s decision is not only insulting; it’s disturbing on many levels.  Abortion groups have said the procedure sometimes is the safest for women.  They also said that such a ruling could threaten most abortions after 12 weeks of pregnancy.  Planned Parenthood expressed concern that the Supreme Court ruling blatantly ignored the medical opinions of mainstream medical groups such as; the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists.  Planned Parenthood also expressed that leading ob/gyns at major medical institutions testified against the ban because it would prevent them from proving the care that is best to protect their patients’ health. 

The ruling not only impedes on women’s rights it also threatens the basic right of abortion.  According to the president of Feminist Majority Eleanor Smeal, Wednesday’s decision is an open invitation for state legislatures and the U.S. Congress to further restrict abortion and to interfere with women’s health decisions.  As it is more and more states are restricting abortion, 18 states require a waiting period, 25 have state-directed counseling, and 32 require a minor to get permission or notify a parent before having an abortion.  We can not allow George W. Bush and his appointees to take away anymore rights, and we must fight to get all of our rights back.  

“The Court deprives women of the right to make an autonomous choice, even at the expense of their safety”.








- Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg

The National Association of Social Workers - Rhode Island Chapter (NASW –RI) strongly opposes this ruling and we will stand with NARAL Pro-Choice America and others to help support the Freedom of Choice Act and elect a pro-choice president in 2008.

We can’t allow politicians to make our health decisions!
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