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Date:

To: House Judiciary Committee

Re: In Support of H-7112 Sponsored by Representative Almeida

I have taken an interest in the ongoing racial profiling issue that has been occurring in RI.  As a student in the state of Rhode Island, I wanted to give my support to bill H-7112.  The passing of this bill will be to the benefit of the entire Rhode Island community by reducing tensions between police officers and the people under their jurisdiction.  

The members of the Student Coalition Against Racial Profiling are using different studies (ACLU, Northeastern 1994) which prove that minorities are pulled over for “pretext stops” (stops by police where police use a traffic violation as an excuse for pulling a car over for another reason) more often than Caucasians, yet when their cars are searched, Caucasians are more often found with contraband hidden in their car showing that the use of racial profiling is unjustifiable.

It is troublesome that some people in the community are being treated unfairly and have to undergo hardships in the form of institutional racism by people that they are supposed to trust.  Such behavior towards part of the community disrupts the peace of the community as a whole and more should be done to make police officers more aware of the trend towards racial profiling and make them accountable for changing their behavior as a whole.

The current bill that is trying to get passed would make police officers more accountable by having them state the “probable cause” for any search they conduct of a person’s car, as well as to limit the types of questions regarding a person’s immigration status.  Basically, limited those behaviors which make a person feel singled out based on their minority status.

I urge you to please pass out committee  H - 7112.

Sincerely, 
(Town/city where you are currently residing.)

Sponsored by the National Association of Social Workers - Rhode Island Chapter

Rick Harris, LICSW Executive Director rinasw@aol.ocm

